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Editorial

2017 overall has been a year of new milestones for the Swiss Finance + Technology
Association and the Swiss FinTech ecosystem. With the rise of the ICO craze and
emergence of Crypto Valley on the international scene, Switzerland is taking its rightful
place as a FinTech powerhouse. Meanwhile, in the mainstream FinTech scene, we have
seen a number of accelerators come up to speed, lots of new startups launch, and an
increasing number of investments and exits.

For its part, the SFTA has had several major developments in 2017. We surpassed 600
individual members, with notable growth in the number of women in FinTech as the result
of focused efforts supported by the Commission for Technology and Innovation. In
September, we broadened the platform to offer service packages to startups, investors,
corporates, and partners. The SFTA had waited to do this until this point as we wanted to
grow our audience and capabilities in order to ensure that we could serve all stakeholders
effectively. Response to our service packages has been very strong, especially among
startups and partners. Behind the scenes, we continue to refine the operating model and
our offering to ensure that members, subscribers, and the overall ecosystem benefit. We
expect continued growth in 2018 and thank all of our stakeholders for their continued
support.

John Hucker
President, Swiss Finance + Technology Association
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The Swiss Finance + Technology Association traces its roots to June, 2014, when the first
finteCH meetup attracted 50 people. The group began meeting monthly, adding guest
speakers, a newsletter, and social media presence before the end of the year. After twelve
months of steady growth in followers, talks began to form an association with the aim of
bringing together the people from all sides of the topic in order to foster a more vibrant

INTRODUCTION

ecosystem. The founding board of seven worked through the second half of 2015 to
prepare for the launch which was marked in January 2016 with the relaunch of
www.swissfinte.ch. Over the course of the past two years, over 600 members from around
the world paid their dues, signalling the tremendous interest in the topic both in
Switzerland and abroad. These two years have been a blur, marked by numerous highlights
such as the Swiss FinTech Pitch events, Ecosystem Directory, trade missions, and many
great events. We use this vibrant spirit to fuel our ambitions for the years ahead, which are
sure to present tremendous opportunities for the Swiss FinTech ecosystem and our
members.
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OUR 4 CHAPTERS
Zurich
Lausanne

Lugano
Geneva
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Overview of Core Pillars
Our core program is driven by these five dynamics with the ultimate goal of
generating value for our members. This value in 2017 was driven by a number of
different activities which included events, the mentoring program, supporting trade
missions, the continuation of the Women in FinTech initiative, and our Swiss Fintech
Pitch 3 - all of which are outlined in more detail below.

CORE PILLARS

Focus for 2018
As a non-profit we aim to share our activities with the public and continually deliver
value to our membership.
Based on the different sources of feedback we have received from our members, we
streamlined out membership offerings in 2017 to maximize member value. Ensuring
members receive full value for their fees will remain our main focus in 2018 as we
continue to make Switzerland a leading global FinTech hub.
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DEVELOP

ADVOCATE

Both members individually and

Work neutrally to foster a more

the overall ecosystem

supportive business, regulatory,
and innovative environment

CONNECT

RESEARCH

PROMOTE

Stakeholders within the local

Produce valuable insights and

Switzerland as a leading global

ecosystem and the Swiss

content

FinTech hub with a unique value

Financial + Technology

proposition

community to other leading
international hubs

CORE PILLARS


Being the Information aggregator of the Swiss FinTech Ecosystem



Enabling our members to benefit from our partners’ activities



Sharing the knowledge of our members



Creating programs not offered by other organisations



Providing expertise accumulated through our network



Growing the Swiss FinTech network
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CORE ACTIVITIES
The following section provides an overview on all the activities of 2017 and hint at

2017

developments anticipated over the next couple of months and years.

10

Example: Swiss Fintech Pitch 3
The 3rd annual Swiss Fintech Pitch was another huge success. Held at the Landesmuseum in
Zurich on October 11th, the morning of the Pitch featured fruitful 1 on 1 meetings between
selected start-ups and qualified investors. The afternoon kicked off with an inspiring keynote
from Stefan Heitmann, CEO of MoneyPark, outlining the challenges and lessons he learned as
MoneyPark transitioned from start-up to FinTech success story. Following the keynote were
presentations from investors looking for interesting opportunities in the Swiss market.

How did it look:
Five international investors took the stage first to present their fund and investment processes
to the audience. After the investor pitches, the 5 selected Swiss FinTechs pitched their
innovative solutions to the audience.

Pitching Startups
Highlight:

BEE SOLAR

The keynote by Stefan Heitmann outlined the entrepreneurial spirit needed to succeed in
Switzerland and the efforts needed to grow a company from creation to one of the best-known
startups in Switzerland.

IMBurse
Protos
Werthstein
Lend

Special thanks to the investors for their presentations:


Swisscom



Red Alpine



DI Ventures



AXA Investment



SICTIC

CONNECT
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Example: Climate FinTech Hackathon

Following up on Sustainable FinTech’s Open Situation Room in Bern where participants developed
policy solutions, programmers, designers, hackers, developers, students, and companies gathered
on November 17th and 18th in Schliern to work on and solve a set of challenges related to Climate
Change and the financial services industry. Supported by the SFTA and foraus, the of aim of the
over 50 participants was to develop new and unique prototypes for innovative FinTech ideas
addressing climate issues. The next stage was a refinement session where the hackathon solutions
were assessed on their viability with a view to ensure tangible solutions were proposed.

DEVELOP
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Example: SFTA Quarterly – Considering Cryptocurrencies

In November, we released Considering Cryptocurrencies in an effort to shed light into the ICO
craze in Switzerland and the ways in which different elements of the FinTech ecosystem are
participating. Comprising informative interviews with enterprises that had undertaken ICOs
and law firms that had experience advising these types of firms, the publication examined the
strengths and weaknesses of the regulatory framework in Switzerland and offered insights to
ways forward. The publication was well-received as many readers told us that it addressed
issues not being discussed for a variety of reasons.

The full report is here.

We also released the second edition of Ecosystem Directory in 2017 to deliver updates for
those who are interested.

The 1st edition of Ecosystem Directory is here.
The 2nd edition of Ecosystem Directory is here.

RESEARCH
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Regulatory Advisory Group

The Swiss Finance + Technology Association engages with relevant authorities to help update
the regulatory environment in Switzerland with a view to removing barriers to Switzerland
becoming a globally competitive venue for all compliant fintech activities, i.e. the coevolution of finance and technology.
Roles and responsibilities of advisory board members
The Regulatory Advisory Group is a body that provides non-binding strategic advice to
governmental bodies and other appropriate stakeholders. We do not represent commercial



coordinate over regular meetings

interests of members or their employers. The goal of our advocacy is to promote.



main source of contact for regulators and policy makers

It supports the relation toward regulators and other governmental institutions, while pushing



provide expertise and knowledge on urgent regulatory related

specific topics to discuss and debate about. Focus are public/private roundtables, during

matters.

which each person is given equal right to participate. The main goal of the working group is
to make the Swiss FinTech Ecosystem more innovative and with it competitive from a



provide unbiased insights (we represent the ecosystem) and ideas
from a third point-of-view encourage and support the exploration of

regulatory, strategic and political side.

new ideas (sandbox)

2017 Activities
Swiss Finance + Technology Association, with CFA Society Swizerland, responded to the Swiss
government’s consultation, noting our belief that the future definition of a bank should be



provide regular formal output to counsel governmental bodies



Speak on behalf of and represent the Association occasionally at the
relevant events and roundtables

based on the degree of credit risk and liquidity risk an institution adds to the financial system;
the 60 days rule for the acceptance of funds is too short; the proposed CHF 1 million
innovation room is too small; and our desire to see FinTechs have direct access to central
bank liquidity.

ADVOCATE
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Example: Internationalization

Singapore FinTech Festival
The SFTA was pleased to work with Swiss Global Enterprise in organizing the
Swiss Pavilion at the Singapore FinTech Festival held from November 14th to
16th. The Pavilion provided firms an excellent opportunity to participate in the
leading Southeast Asia FinTech festival to meet and network with potential
clients, partners, end-users, and industry representatives; estimated
attendance of the Festival was 25,000 people. Smart Valor, NetGuardians, Gero,
and gateB made sure that the Swiss start-up ecosystem was well-represented
along with the presence Swisscom and UBS demonstrating the strengths of
Switzerland’s corporate culture.

PROMOTE
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As the association was founded through a meetup - we had a strong focus to continue with events
in 2017. Events enabled us to get interesting news to our members, while offering companies and

EVENTS in 2017

startups the possibility to promote their innovative approach to FinTech. Though this is still one of
the pillars of the association, we are now moving to not only add additional activities in 2017, but
also to differentiate more between the events. However, the strong focus meant that we
managed to organize around 40 events in 2017 - of which you will find the most important
summarized below.
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ZURICH
By following these links, events in Zurich during 2017 can be found:




APIs and FinTech: What’s next?

24.01.2017

2017 General Assembly

8.03.2017

Women in FinTech Series



FinTech Trade Mission: Switzerland and The Netherlands 15.04.2017



FinTech Trade Mission to Canada + Sibos

23.05.2017



FinTech Lunch: Smart Contracts

9.06.2017



Swiss Finance + Technology Association Town Hall



Summer Social Event



Women in FinTech Breakfast with Karina Storinggaard



Women in FinTech Breakfast with Sandra Tobler

19.04.2017



Women in FinTech Breakfast with Barbara Wagner

7.06.2017



Women in FinTech Breakfast with Kristine Braden

25.10.2017



Women in FinTech Lunch with Maya Bundt

30.03.2017

11.12.2017

In August 2017, the first meeting of Women in FinTech group within the Association took place. The first lunch event

21.06.2017

21.06.2017

was a natural consequence of the preparatory work conducted by the Association during the first half of 2016, among
which a call for nominations “Top women in FinTech”. The main goal of this dedicated initiative is to establish a platform
for discussion aimed at addressing the topics of diversity and inclusion from an operational perspective as well as to



New Members Welcome Evening

26.07.2017

enable strategic networking among the peers.



FinTech Movie Night

23.08.2017

Thanks to the wonderful women that presented during the breakfasts and lunches. These women inspired productive



Irish FinTech Delegation Dinner

21.09.2017



Learn about Abu Dhabi

26.09.2017



Swiss FinTech Pitch 3

11.10.2017

discussions regarding the marketing of FinTechs, FinTech internationalization, technology in the insurance industry,
innovation in the banking sector, and cybersecurity. These women are among the thought leaders in their respective
fields and we were happy to host them as they inform other current and future influencers in FinTech.

Numbers



Climate FinTech Hackathon
Planning for FinTech Success in 2018

17.11.2017
13.12.2017



5 Meetups



114 attendees (85% of capacity)
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LUGANO
By following these links, events in Lugano during 2017 can be found:



Swiss FinTech Lugano: Digital Wealth Management
24.01.2017



Digital Strategy in the FinTech Era
2.03.2017



FinTech Regulated: regolamentazione nel settore FinTech oggi e domani
6.04.2017



Cyber Risk Insurance and the Coming GDPR
27.04.2017



A Modular Roadmap to Cryptofinance
9.05.2017



Distributed Ledger Technology & Smart Contracts
27.06.2017



Dirigenti e quadri di fronte agli Attacchi Cyber: cosa fare? / Executives Facing Cyber-Attacks: What Should They Do?
6.09.2017



Bitcoin and the New Crypto Currencies
20.09.2017



Digital Marketing Meets FinTech
24.10.2017



Corso "Bitcoin: fondamenti tecnici e realtà pratica"
23.11.2017



Meet the F10 Incubator & Accelerator in Lugano
30.11.2017
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GENEVA
By following these links, events in Geneva during 2017 can be found:



SwissFINTECH#28 - Launch Swiss Legal Association - Blockchain and Legal
24.11.2016



SwissFINTECH#29 - Symphony, a Chat Service from Wall Street Now in Geneva
17.07.2017



SwissFINTECH # 38 - NetGuardians, InvestGlass, Raizers - We Share Innovative Ideas
30.08.2017

LAUSANNE
By following these links, events in Lausanne during 2017 can be found:



Blockchains, Cryptos, Smart Contracts and DAOs ... Késako?
13.09.2017
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FINANCIALS for 2017

This is the overview of financial activity of our organisation in 2017 which
comprises of the balance sheet and the surplus and loss statement.
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Balance Sheet

Income Statement

Statement Regarding Unaudited Financial Information
The unaudited financial information set forth above is preliminary and subject to
adjustments and modifications. The audited financial statements and related
notes are to be included in our annual report for the year ending December 31,
2017. Adjustments and modifications to the financial statements may be
identified during the course of the audit work, which could result in differences
from this preliminary unaudited financial information.

21

Swiss Finance + Technology Association
Sihlquai 131
Zurich, 8005
info@swissfinte.ch
https://swissfinte.ch/
Twitter: @finnovationCH
Instagram: @swiss_fintech
https://www.facebook.com/finnovationCH

Design
Swiss Finance + Technology Association Activity Report 2016 and 2017 were designed by
Aurasiri Arkarawanatorn Rime, LinkedIn

